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increasing control of Hungary may make it possible
to force the Magyars to allow Ruthenia to become the
Ukrainian Piedmont again; both in Germany proper
and the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia'Ukrain-
ian refugees have been welcomed, and their leaders
are said to have gathered at Bratislava recently, on the
frontier of Hungary. Meanwhile, at Danzig, signs are
said to have appeared of a movement for the liberation
of White Russia, a plan which, like the Ukrainian one,
endangers the integrity of the stepping-stone, Poland,
and of Russia. The break-up of Russia can make
available an almost limitless natural wealth which the
disintegration of Czechoslovakia, though it unbarred
the road to the Balkans, could not supply. The
Ukraine is the German road to the oil of Baku, and
the "liberation" of the Ukraine leads on to the
"liberation " of Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan; it is
noteworthy that at the height of LudendorfPs Drang
nach Qsten fever in 1918, a German expedition pene-
trated to Batum and Baku. It has been seen that
contemporary German maps mark both Crimea and
Kuban as Ukrainian, though even in the latter it is
more than questionable as to whether Ukrainians are
anything like predominant. It is easy, however, to
explain the German geographers by the recent exploita-
tion of iron-ore at Kertch and of petrol on the Sea of
Azov and at Maikop in Kuban. As M. Sidobre has
written: "une Ukraine de 48 millions d'habitants,
qui engloberait le Caucase du Nord et couperait la
Transcaucasie de la Russie proprement dite, domin-
erait necessairement la Georgie, 1'Azerbaidjan et
1'Armenie, c'est-a-dire les manganeses de Tchiatoury,
les gisements de cuivre d'AUaverdi et, par-dessus tout,